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SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 2025 
 

Dear SALI Member, 
 
We take pleasure in once more inviting you to submit projects for evaluation in the annual SALI 
Awards of Excellence.   Entry forms are found on the website at www.sali.co.za and are uploaded or 
sent via WeTransfer link. 
 
SALI Principal Members will be able to comply with the 2-year evaluation requirement for continued 
membership (Ref. Constitution Point 11.1.2) in the following ways: 

a) By entering at least one project into the Awards every 2nd year. 
b) By entering at least one project for ‘Evaluation only’ every 2nd year.    
c) Landscapers applying for Principal Membership within the relevant regional Awards window 

period may be evaluated (1 project at no charge) at this time as well. 
d) National Members need to submit a site in each region to comply with (Ref. Constitution 

Point 11.1.2) 
 

• Please refer to the table below for the entry fee structure. 

• A discount of 10% will be allowed for 3 or more entries. (regionally) 

• No entries are exempt from payment of the applicable entry fee.    
 

 

• Please read the Rules & Regulations carefully and complete the Entry Form with as much detail 
as possible.    

• A form must be completed irrespective of whether you are entering for the Awards or 
‘Evaluation only’. 

• Please pay special attention to the ‘Material to Submit’ section (Pg. 8, No. 8.) 

• Members are reminded that, as per the conditions of entry, failure to comply with any of the 
requirements will lead to the disqualification of an entry. 

 

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES NOON ON THE FOLLOWING DATES: 

CAPE Noon on 6 December 2024 

GAUTENG Noon on 6 December 2024 

KWA-ZULU NATAL Noon on 6 December 2024 

      
 
 
 
 
 
SUBMIT ENTRY QUERIES TO: 
Gaynor Demas    Marti Kruger    Kate Johnson 

ENTRY FEES 

 Value of Project Entry Fee 

1. Project under R500 000 R 1 484 

2. R500 001 – R2 000 000  R 3 074 

3. R2 000 000 plus R 3 816 

4. Biennial evaluation for Continued membership R1 484 

http://www.sali.co.za/
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SALI Cape    SALI Gauteng    SALI KZN 
067 828 0667    083 516 0547    083 542 4266 

cape@sali.co.za   gauteng@sali.co.za     kzn@sali.co.za 

 
GUIDELINES FOR ENTERING 

   
To be read in conjunction with the Rules & Regulations and the Official Entry Form. 

 
1. Select the projects you would like to enter well in advance. 

 
2. Take pictures when the project is looking good. 

 
3. Please read all the documentation carefully before completing the Entry Form. 

 
4. Please complete all relevant sections of the Entry Form and provide additional information 

on a separate sheet(s) of paper should you need to.   Detailed information allows for better 
evaluation. 
 

5. Remember that you will be judged on the Design of an entry in Landscape Design and 
Construction (A).  Should your client request implementation of elements which are 
contrary to generally accepted design principles, it may be advisable to enter the project in 
Landscape Construction with Design by Others (B) - “Others” being the client. 
 

6. In the case of a mature project, overall impact will play an important role.   However, 
entrants will not be penalized for entering an immature project – here more attention will 
be given to details such as soil preparation, spacing of plants, shape and staking of trees etc. 
 

7. It is in the interest of all entrants to supply the judges with concise, accurate, relevant 
information to ensure unbiased, uniformly based adjudication. 
 

8. Projects may be re-entered if they have not previously won a Gold Award or if notable 
renovation has been undertaken and/or complete maturation has been attained.   In these 
instances, the onus will be upon the contractor to supply the judges with clear evidence of 
the project before and after the renovation and/or maturation. 
 

9. The judges, both National and Regional, are sourced and appointed by the National and 
Regional Executive Committees and are carefully selected for their expertise, 
professionalism, and respected positions in the green industry.  In specialist projects i.e., 
Specialised Turf Construction (D), a specialist judge will be brought onto the panel. 
 

10. Media exposure is generated by participants in the Awards - please ensure quality 
photographic material and your logo is supplied. 
 

11. SALI reserves the right to use the submitted material for publicity purposes at the discretion 
of the National Executive Committee.   No other format, other than what has been specified 
for the submission of material, will be accepted. 
 

12. All SALI Principal Members are reminded of the compulsory entry or Evaluation Only (I) of 
at least one project in each two-year cycle (Refer Point 11.1.2 of the Constitution). 

 

mailto:cape@sali.co.za
mailto:gauteng@sali.co.za
mailto:kzn@sali.co.za
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13. Specialised Turf Entries (D) - Additional information required – refer pg. 5 point 7 of Entry 
Form. 
a) Turf grass sites should be judged as soon after completion as possible. 
b) To make a fair evaluation, the judges need to see the important aspects of the 

construction of these projects.   Are you able to describe/illustrate and/or elaborate on 
any/all the following aspects either on site or by photographs/documentation submitted 
in your portfolio: 

• Plans/drawings 

• Implementation & phasing 

• Layer preparation  

• Drainage 

• Slope / leveling 

• Shape/size of sods 

• Laying direction 

• Overtopping 

• Other relevant information 
c) A photographic record of the progress of the project from start to finish is 

recommended. 
d) It is essential to have a knowledgeable person on site to answer questions. 
e) The site or installation period constraints are often critical on turf projects; ensure that 

these come out clearly in your Entry Form or are explained on site. 
f) The maintenance quality of turf projects has the biggest influence on the appearance; if 

maintained by others (e.g., the client) have them present at the evaluation as well. 
 

14. Interior Plantscaping (G) includes pots/containers and constructed installations. Artificial 
plants will be considered as part of living plant material displays. In the case of full artificial 
plant installations, members are required to enter Specialised Construction (F). 
 

15. A Management Plan for a site which is heavily infested with invasive alien species as listed 
in the current regulations pertaining to the National Environmental Management 
Biodiversity Act 2004 (Act no 10 of 2004) must be submitted. 
 
The management plan should include all criteria requested in Section 76 of the NEMBA Act.4 
http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/consol_act/nemba2004476/  

 

 
We look forward to receiving YOUR entries! 

 
 

 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

1.   Purpose of the Awards 
 
Conscious of its respected position in the industry and the need to promote a greater awareness of 
quality landscaping work, SALI co-ordinates the Annual Awards of Excellence program.   This 
National initiative is open only to SALI Principal Members who enter landscape projects for 
adjudication to achieve the coveted Bronze, Silver, and Gold Awards.   Much media coverage is 

http://www.saflii.org/za/legis/consol_act/nemba2004476/
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generated by the Awards and successful contractors use their successes extensively in their 
marketing. 
 
2.   Who is eligible to enter? 
 
Only bona fide, paid-up Principal Members are eligible to enter.   Members in this category are 
obligated to enter at least one project for evaluation in each two-year cycle and achieve a minimum 
standard of 60% to comply with the requirements for Continued Membership of the Institute.  In 
the event of a member achieving less than 60% for a site (with multiple sites entered), he will be 
called upon to submit another project in the very next year.  In the event of the Member achieving 
less than 60% AND with only one site entered, the Regional Office will downgrade the Member to 
Member-in-Training membership. Members have the choice to enter their projects to the Awards 
of Excellence program or for membership Evaluation Only. 
 
3.   Awards 
 
The number of entries and Awards in any category is not restricted if the entries meet the exacting 
SALI standards, whereas no Award will be given if entries are not up to standard. 
 

60 – 69% - Merit 
70 – 74% - Bronze 
75 – 80% - Silver 
80 – 94% - Gold    
95%+ - Platinum *NEW 

 
All awards will be presented annually at the National SALI Conference at the SALI Convention. 

 TROPHIES 

SALI Shield for Excellence in Landscaping (Overall Award) 

National Judge’s Discretionary Award National Chairperson’s Discretionary Award 

Best Landscape and Maintenance 
Sponsored by Andreas Stihl 

Best Specialized Construction  
Sponsored by Reliance Compost  

Best Landscape Design and Construction 
Sponsored by Atlantic Fertilisers 

Best Landscape Construction with Design by 
Others  
Sponsored by Just Trees 

Best Water Wise 
Sponsored by Rand Water 

Best Novice Entry 
First time entrant. Landscapers operating for less than 5 
years and achieving at least Silver. 

Best Specialized Turf Construction 
Sponsored by Evergreen Turf 

Best Environmental Work 
Sponsored by Tshala Plant Brokers  

Most Innovative and Original use of Plant 
Material  
Sponsored by Bristle Cone Nursery 
Only projects in Design and Construction category will 
be considered for this trophy. 

Best use of Colour in the Landscape 
Sponsored by SAKATA MayFord  

Best Interior Plantscaping 
Floriculture Wholesale Nursery 

 
4.Categories: 
 
    Entries can be made in any of the following categories: 
 
a) Landscape Design and Construction 

A landscape project designed and installed by the entrant. 
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b) Landscape Construction with Design by Others 
A project designed by anybody other than the entrant i.e., a landscape architect, garden 
designer, the client etc. 

  
c) Environmental Conservation/Landscape Work 

A project with specific environmental focus – this could be landscape construction or 
maintenance.   

 
d) Specialised Turf Construction 

Natural grasses. Golf courses, sports fields, driving ranges or any other turf specific project.  
(Please refer to Point 14 of the Guidelines for Entering (Pg. 4) of the Information Pack & Point 
7 of the Entry Form)  

 
e) Landscape and Turf Maintenance 

A project which is more than 12 months old, where continuous landscape maintenance 
occurs and where the entrant has been involved for 6 months and more. 

 
f)  Specialised Construction  

A project with a large percentage of specialised work e.g., paving, water features, show 
gardens, artificial turf, full artificial interior plantscapes,  displays and/or other unique 
landscape elements.  Inform your regional office to judge “in situ” where necessary.  Video 
or Power Point presentations of projects in this category are not acceptable.  

 
g)  Interior Plantscaping 

All interior plantcaping and maintenance will be considered for the category. 
Pots/Containers planting, and fully constructed installations will be considered. 
  

h) Water Wise 
Projects which display water conservation initiatives/elements.   (This is a compulsory 
category and no additional entry fees will apply. It is, however, not a stand-alone category 
i.e., the project will be automatically entered into all other relevant categories (a) – (g) as 
well.)  The weighting of water wise elements will be incorporated into all categories but will 
be relevant to the specific category entered.  
The water wise achievement will be displayed on the Award of Excellence Certificate. 

 
Note: Entrants are reminded that all entries will be judged according to the Standard of Excellence 
which has been achieved.   Projects will therefore not be compared to each other but will be 
measured as to how successfully a project has attained that required degree of excellence.   This 
gives all entries, irrespective of their size or budget, an equal chance. 
 
Pages 9 – 16 below give more detail on the evaluation guidelines for each category. 

These Evaluation Guidelines are based on the same criteria used in previous years and are being 
provided this year to inform and assist Members on judge’s considerations when viewing sites.  
 
5.   Conditions of Entry 
 

a) Previous Gold Award winning entries may not be re-entered, except in the case of 
maintenance projects which may be entered after a period of 3 years and projects with notable 
renovation or complete maturation.  
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b) A portion of a project may not be entered in isolation unless it is a phase of a project under a 
different contract. An exception may also be made for large commercial projects and Estates 
on condition that the entry is accompanied by a comprehensive written motivation. 

c) Entries are limited to PAID UP (in the membership year of entry) SALI Principal Members in 
the year of submission. 

d) An entry fee per project is charged and proof of payment must be submitted with the entry 
form (See fee structure on Page 2 of this Information Pack).    

e) Completed entries must reach the Regional Office by the closing date determined by the 
Region (See Page 2 of Information Pack).   Late entries negatively impact on the judging 
schedule.  

f) Late entries may be accepted, time permitting, at double the entry cost.  
 

 

g) Projects where Category I alien invasive plants are evident will be disqualified by the judges.  
(Refer to the Invasive Species South Africa website for a list of alien invasive plants in the 
various categories – www.invasives.org.za) 

h) Contractors are to describe fully where veld-harvested material has been sourced and what, if 
any, permits/permission/EIA have been done or obtained.   The contractor will also be 
expected to comment on the rehabilitation of the area where such material has been 
removed.    

 
i) Entries not complying with any of the above conditions will be disqualified and the entry fee 

forfeited.   The onus is on the entrant to check the status of invasive plants in his region. 
j) Entry fees for projects withdrawn for whatever reason will not be refunded. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.   Judging 
 

a) Please understand that the more information you supply the judges, the better able they 
are to evaluate the project. 

b) One person will be appointed as National Co-ordinating Judge. 
c) Two or more additional judges will be appointed in each region to undertake the preliminary 

round of judging. 
d) A selection of projects in each region and “Out of Town” projects will be visited by the 

National Judge.  
e) The contractor or a knowledgeable representative must meet with the judges on site. 
f) For out of town/offshore/across border projects (further than an 80km radius from the SALI 

Regional office), the entrant will be responsible for the transport and or accommodation for 
the relevant judges.  Itineraries will be prepared in conjunction with all parties. 

g) The judges’ decision is final, and no correspondence will be entered. 
 
7.   General Guidelines for entering 
 

a) It is in the interest of all entrants to supply the judges with concise, relevant information to 
ensure unbiased, uniformly based adjudication. 
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b) Supporting documents should include details of the brief, photos of the site prior to, during 
and after construction, bill of quantities, plans, plant lists, maintenance schedules, budgets, 
cost in relation to area etc.  In the case of a mature project, overall impact will play an 
important role. 

c) If more than one SALI Contractor is involved on the project, please inform the other party 
of your intention to enter, (this is not applicable for joint ventures).    

d) Entrants will not be penalized for entering an immature project – here more attention will 
be given to detail such as spacing of plants, shape and staking of trees etc. 

e) It is in your own interest to make sure that the site is looking good and that you or a 
representative that is knowledgeable about the project is present during judging. 

f) A video of the site not exceeding 30 seconds may be submitted in either AVI or MP4 format. 
 

8.   Material to submit  
Only online portfolios will be excepted for the 2025 Awards.  

 
a) Proof of payment for the applicable entry fee.   Refer to entry fee schedule, Page 2 of this 

Pack. 
b) Completed Official Entry Form.   (Please type or print clearly as Awards certificates are 

prepared from this information.) 
c) Mark folders for each project entered and containing the following information:  

• A MINIMUM of 5 full colour, high resolution digital images of the project.   (Format:   jpeg 
at 300 dpi) in order of preference to be used. 
Please ensure you use good quality pictures – cell phone pictures are generally of poor 
resolution.  PowerPoint presentations and WORD documents cannot be used. 

• Your company logo in jpeg format.    

• Route map, GPS co-ordinates and clear directions to the project.   Contact details of client 
representative and contractor. 

• Additional information i.e., maintenance schedule, plans/drawings, plant plan,  
    Photographic record of progress, costing breakdowns etc. before & after and night shots, 
where applicable, should also be submitted. 

The submission of a comprehensive portfolio will be to your benefit as it will enable the judges 
to make a fair assessment of the entry.  The presentation of your portfolio is part of the 
judging criteria in each category and could reflect negatively on the outcome of your entry 
if it is not prepared professionally.   

  
 

 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Evaluation Guidelines 

 

Category (a) LANDSCAPE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
 
Compliance with Brief / Design 

The contractor/representative on site should indicate their client’s requirements.   For example:  if the 
brief were to design and install a “Japanese” garden, have the principles of Japanese design philosophy 
been employed. 

Relationship to Site & Structure  
Design Details 
      Provide your site plan and bill of quantities. 



Page 9 of 17 
SALI Awards of Excellence 2025 Info Pack – Revised August 2024 

              Sustainability of Design  
Ensure that most plants do not need to be replanted yearly, forming a strong backbone to the design.  The 
landscape needs to remain attractive all year round.  The use of large amounts of compost and even 
putting a recycling compost system in place and to make use of water retention granules and other similar 
products. 

Innovative use of Materials 
Does the project break new ground in terms of design, detailing, finishes, planting, and water 
conservation? 

Earthworks, Shaping & drainage 
Earth shaping in terms of its merging to existing levels, structures, and surfaces and in terms of run-off 
and drainage as well as topsoil and water conservation. 

Quality of Plant Material 
Choice of Plant Material 
        Is this appropriate to the environment? 
General Soil Preparation 
        Have SALI Specifications been followed? 
Quality of finishes 
Maturation Success 
        How long has it been since the installation was undertaken? 
Irrigation / Water Conservation 

A water-wise landscape should be designed so that it will survive with very little or no additional 
watering from a potable water source once well-established. In the last decade there has been increased 
awareness of water-wise practices (mulching, composting, choice of plants), but the fact is that most 
landscapes have automated irrigation systems which are on 2 to 3 times a week, using large amounts of 
water. They may look water-wise, but in practice they are not. Waterwise garden plan – grouping like 
plants together. 

• List of Water conservation initiatives, like water harvesting or recycling  

• Has the irrigation system been positioned for effect water distribution? 

• Is grey water being utilized? 

• What innovative water recycling / usage initiatives have been implemented?      
Value for Money 
       The price /m2 indicated on your entry form determines this. 
General Impression 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full with as much information as possible prior to judging. 
       Client's brief 
       Bill of Quantities (no need for unit prices) 
       Plant species list (if not included in BOQ) 
       Design /Plans/Drawings / Planting plan 

       If Invasive Alien Species are on site - a management plan to be submitted 
       Photographic record - before, during & after shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
        

 

 
SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

Evaluation Guidelines 
 

Category (b) LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION WITH DESIGN BY OTHERS 
 

Compliance with Brief / Design 
The emphasis in this category should be on the contractor’s interpretation and implementation of the 

consultant’s design.   
Design Interpretation  
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      Provide the site plan and bill of quantities. 
Installation Constraints 
     How have these been overcome 
Empathy & recognition of existing elements 

                    Has the installation been sensitive to the existing environment? 
Attention to Detail 
Earthworks, Shaping & drainage 

Earth shaping in terms of its merging to existing levels, structures, and surfaces and in terms of run-off 
and drainage as well as topsoil and water conservation. 

Soil Preparation 
        Have SALI Specifications been followed? 
Quality of Plant Material 
Spacing of Plant Material 
        Is this in accordance with the bill of quantities? 
Quality of Construction 
Maturation Success 
        How long has it been since the installation was undertaken? 
Irrigation  
        Has the irrigation system been positioned for effect water distribution? 
Value for Money 
        The price /m2 indicated on your entry form determines this. 
General Impression 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full. 
                     The Landscape Architects details should they need to be consulted. 
                     As much information as possible to substantiate the above list, prior to judging. 

       Landscape architect’s brief 
       Bill of Quantities (no need for unit prices) 
       Design /Plans/Drawings / Planting plan 
       Photographic record - before, during & after shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Evaluation Guidelines 

 

Category (c) ENVIRONMENTAL LANDSCAPE WORK 
 

Compliance with Brief / Design 
A project entered in this category must have followed environmental principles preferably based on 
standard environmental impact assessment principles.  It may, therefore, be a documentation of the 
process rather than the physical site attributes on which the project should be judged.   Water 
conservation is important. This should be seen in the design. 
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               Innovative Approach  
Does the project break new ground in terms of design, detailing, finishes, planting, and water 
conservation? 

Protection of existing elements 
Sustainability of Design 

   Ensure that most plants do not need to be replanted yearly, forming a strong backbone to the design.  
The landscape needs to remain attractive all year round.   

        Provide your site plan and bill of quantities. 
Rehabilitation of Natural Elements 
Water Conservation  
        What Water conservation initiatives have been implemented? 
Construction: Suitability of materials 

This category looks at the sensitivity of landscape works on the environment. What rescue and 
rehabilitation measures have been put in place. What the plant selection and carbon footprint were. 
Whether locally sourced, wildlife friendly, endemic plants have been utilized for project sustainability.  

Construction: Quality 
Plant Selection & Suitability 
        Is this appropriate to the environment? 
        Maturation success from installation 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full,  
                     As much information as possible to substantiate the above list, prior to judging. 

       Client's brief 
       Bill of Quantities (no need for unit prices) 
       Plant species list (if not included in BOQ) 
       Design /Plans/Drawings / Planting plan 
       If Invasive Alien Species are on site - a management plan to be submitted 
       Photographic record - before, during & after shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Evaluation Guidelines 

 

Category (d) SPECIALISED TURF CONSTRUCTION  
 
From item 7 on page 5 above 

Turf grass sites should be judged as soon after completion as possible. 
To make a fair evaluation, the judges need to see the important aspects of the construction of these 

projects.    
Compliance with Brief / Design 
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Are you able to describe/illustrate and/or elaborate on any/all the following aspects either on site or by 
photographs/documentation submitted in your portfolio? 

Innovation  
        Provide the site plan and bill of quantities. 
Installation Constraints 

The site or installation period constraints are often critical on turf projects; ensure that these come out 
clearly in your Entry Form or are explained on site. 

        How have these been overcome? 
Sustainability 
Earthworks, Shaping & drainage 

Earth shaping in terms of its merging to existing levels, structures, and surfaces and in terms of run-off 
and drainage. 

Soil Preparation 
        Have Turf Specifications been followed? 
Selection of Turf Varieties 
Condition & coverage of turf 

The maintenance quality of turf projects has the biggest influence on the appearance; if maintained by 
others (e.g., the client himself) have them present at the evaluation as well. 
Maturation success since the installation was undertaken is considered. 

Irrigation / Water conservation 
        Has the irrigation system been positioned to effect water distribution & run off? 
Freedom from pests & diseases 
General Impression 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full, especially section 7 on page 5. 
                     The Consultants details, should they need to be consulted. 
                      As much information as possible to substantiate the above list, prior to judging. 

       Bill of Quantities (no need for unit prices) 
       Implementation & phasing details 
       Layer preparation details 
       Drainage details 
       Slope / Leveling details 
       Shape / Size of sods details 
       Laying direction details 
       Overtopping details 
       Design /Plans/Drawings 
       Photographic record - before, during & after shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Evaluation Guidelines 

 

Category (e) LANDSCAPE AND TURF MAINTENANCE 
 

Compliance with Brief  
The emphasis in this category should be on the contractor’s undertaking of the service level agreement.  
If Invasive Alien Species are on site - a management plan to be submitted 

Compliance with original intent 
General appearance and Impact 
Feeding Program 
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Pruning Program 
Quality & Condition of Planting 
Quality & Condition of Lawn 
Free of Pests & Disease 
Attention to detail 
Water conservation and drainage 

Irrigation Schedule which shows the watering time and frequency per zone, and seasonal adjustment 
Irrigation Maintenance Schedule with guidelines for checking the system and making seasonal 
adjustments.  
Mulching 

   Waterwise garden plan  
 Judges will look for wasteful Practice. Landscapers may be penalized for any of the following water- 
wasting practices: 

• leaking water features or leaking pipes 

• large areas of watered lawn that serve little/no purpose. 

• incorrect irrigation system and/or nozzles 

• poor maintenance e.g., weeds using up water supplies. 

• exposure: lack of windbreaks/shelter for sensitive areas resulting in larger amounts of 
water needing to be used. 

• drainage systems that convey water directly to storm water mains 
What initiatives are being utilized? 
This section determines a large % of the evaluation. 

Maturation Success 
Value for Money 
        The price /m2 indicated on your entry form determines this. 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full. 
 As much information as possible to substantiate the above list, prior to judging.  
 Service level agreement,  
 Maintenance schedules including feeding, pruning & mowing programs. 

                     Irrigation Schedule  
                     Irrigation maintenance schedule 
                     Site audits 
                      If Invasive Alien Species are on site - a management plan to be submitted 

       Photographic record – before & during shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Evaluation Guidelines 

 
Category (f) SPECIALISED CONSTRUCTION  

 
Compliance with Brief / Design 

The emphasis in this category should be on the contractor’s interpretation and implementation of the 
client / consultant’s design.  

Installation Constraints 
        How have these been overcome  
Design Innovation 



Page 14 of 17 
SALI Awards of Excellence 2025 Info Pack – Revised August 2024 

                       Does the project break new ground in terms of design, detailing, finishes, and products used? 
Design Technology 
Interpretation of design 
Choice and appropriateness of materials 
Finishes and Detailing 
Match to existing (if applicable) 
General Impression 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full.  
                     The Consultants details, should they need to be consulted. 
                     As much information as possible to substantiate the above list, prior to judging. 

       Client’s brief 
       Bill of Quantities (no need for unit prices) 
       Design /Plans/Drawings / Planting plan 
       Photographic record - before, during & after shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
       Flash drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
Evaluation Guidelines 

 

Category (g) INTERIOR PLANTSCAPING 
 

Compliance with Brief  
The emphasis in this category should be on the contractor’s undertaking of the service level agreement.   

Sustainability of Design 
   Ensure that most plants do not need to be replanted yearly, forming a strong backbone to the design.  The 

landscape needs to remain attractive all year round.   
   Provide your site plan and bill of quantities. 
Innovative use of Materials 
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    Does the project break new ground in terms of design, detailing, finishes, planting, and water 
conservation? 

Free of Pests & Disease 
Feeding Programme 
Quality of Plant Material 
Quality of finishes 
Maturation Success 
Water conservation and drainage for indoor atria and green walls 

Irrigation Schedule which shows the watering time and frequency per zone, and seasonal adjustment 
Irrigation Maintenance Schedule with guidelines for checking the system and making seasonal 
adjustments.  
Water drainage would be relevant to atria and green walls only. 
Mulching 

   Waterwise garden plan  
 Judges will look for wasteful Practice. Indoor Plantscaper may be penalized for any of the following 
water- wasting practices: 

• leaking water features or leaking pipes 

• incorrect irrigation system and/or nozzles – only on atria and green walls 
What initiatives are being utilized? 
This section determines a large % of the evaluation. 

General Impression 
Comprehensive portfolio 

                     Entry forms completed in full. 
 As much information as possible to substantiate the above list, prior to judging.  
 Service level agreement,  
 Maintenance schedules including feeding and pruning programs. 

                     Irrigation Schedule – where applicable 
                     Irrigation maintenance schedule – where applicable 
                     Site audits 

       Photographic record – before & during shots 
       Route map & clear directions to project 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALI AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 
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Water Wise Guidelines 
 
A water-wise landscape should be designed so that it will survive with very little or no additional watering 
from a potable water source once well-established. In the last decade there has been increased awareness 
of water-wise practices (mulching, composting, choice of plants), but the fact is that most landscapes have 
automated irrigation systems which are on 2 to 3 times a week, using large amounts of water. They may look 
water-wise, but in practice they are not. 
 
Other facts to consider: most gardens and commercial landscapes use potable water from municipal supply 
or bore holes for irrigation. Entries will be disqualified in areas where Municipal by-laws regarding water use, 
and restrictions are not applied.  
Use of municipal water for landscaping purposes is strongly discouraged in all regions and alternative water 
systems (rainwater, grey water, etc.) are recommended.  Borehole and well-point water are not 
environmentally sustainable sources. 
This should in areas as the cost of municipal water is rising significantly every year, Borehole water / well-
point usage is not environmentally sustainable as groundwater. 
  
In response to the above, the criteria for water-wise landscapes have been updated. As a prerequisite the 
main irrigation line must be fitted with a flow meter and water usage log must be kept. This log is to include 
the following information: 
 

1. Monthly water consumption readings are to be taken and recorded on a water consumption sheet.  
2. An accurate measure of the total landscaped area of the garden, with the average water application per m2 
3. Irrigation Schedule which shows the watering time and frequency per zone, and seasonal adjustment 
4. Irrigation Maintenance Schedule with guidelines for checking the system and making seasonal adjustments 

(when? how? who is responsible?) 
 
Water-wise principles and guidelines 
 
Mulching: 
All garden beds and individual tree planting should be mulched. 
 
Irrigation: 
The whole system must be designed around efficiency of the system and effective water management.  
Automatic Irrigation systems should be linked to a weather station, a rain check meter or soil moisture meter.  
The irrigation system needs to water grass and shrubberies separately. 
The irrigation system should be scheduled to water the different water use zones according to their water 
requirements. 
There also should be a maintenance and inspection system in place to deal with day-to-day monitoring and 
to deal with the emergency repairs. 
A water flow meter must be installed, and a monthly record be kept of how much water was applied to the 
landscape. An accurate measure of the total landscaped area of the garden must be given, as well as the 
average water application per square meter. 
A temporary / manual watering system is acceptable if the correct amounts of water at the right time. 
 
Zoning: 
A water-wise garden plan must clearly indicate that zoning has been implemented into high, medium, and 
low water use zones. 
The high-water zone should be the smallest part of the landscape, with the medium zone being much bigger 
and the low water use zone being equal to or larger than the medium use zone. 
High water use zone should be placed in focal areas only. 
The overall effect is to irrigate less and yet still have the same aesthetically pleasing impact. 
 
Recycling/water harvesting of water: 
An attempt to recycle water on site must be shown.  This should be demonstrated in the form of: 
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• Water berms or swales, that leads water to shrubberies or soak away areas. 

• Paved areas must convey water off and onto grass or garden beds, not into a storm water 
culvert or pipe. 

• Collection ponds that collect surface runoff and either reuse it or that use it as a water 
feature. 

• Creating water-recycling units that enable domestic wastewater (gray water) to be re-used 
as garden water. 

• Rainwater tanks to harvest water from roofs or paving. 

• Permeable paving is a benefit to any site in that it allows rainwater to seep into the soil. 
 
Correct placement of plants: 
Plants should be grouped according to their water-use. For example: combining iceberg roses with lavender 
is bad practice because a high water-use plant is combined with a low water-use one.  
Guidelines: do not mix winter and summer rainfall plants. Group summer rainfall plants together, and winter 
rainfall plants separately, so that they can be appropriately irrigated.  
The planting design and types of plants should respond appropriately to the microclimate of the site. E.g., 
low water-use plants on well-drained slopes. 
 
Sustainability of the landscape: 
Ensure that most plants do not need to be replanted yearly, forming a strong backbone to the design.  The 
landscape needs to remain attractive all year round.  The use of large amounts of compost and even putting 
a recycling compost system in place and to make use of water retention granules and other similar products. 
 
Selection of plants: 
Either exotic or indigenous plants can be used if they have the necessary adaptations to survive with little or 
no water once well-established. This must include the fact the Listed Alien Invasive Plants must be excluded 
or at the least there should be a plan in place where those that are listed for removal will be removed over a 
period (Lists can be taken from the NEMBA (National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act) list).  The 
gradual removal statement should be limited to large existing IAP (Invasive Alien plant species) trees or 
bushes that will be removed over time. 
 
Wasteful Practices 
Landscapers may be penalized for any of the following water-wasting practices: 

• leaking water features or leaking pipes 

• large areas of watered lawn that serve little/no purpose. 

• incorrect irrigation system and/or nozzles 

• poor maintenance e.g., weeds using up water supplies. 

• exposure: lack of windbreaks/shelter for sensitive areas resulting in larger amounts of water needing 
to be used. 

• drainage systems that convey water directly to storm water mains 


